
The Art of Giving continued from page 1 

and she quietly settled into the Queen Anne neighborhood. 
After looking around for a spiritual home that also offered 
great gospel music, she joined the congregation at St. 
Therese. She became entranced by the wonderful music 
and auditioned for the choir. Cora, the minister of music, 
and Barbara became fast friends. However, challenges 
soon emerged that changed Barbara's life dramatically. 

Simultaneously, Barbara's job was eliminated and she 
was diagnosed with breast cancer. Her friendship with 
Cora became deeper as she required help with even the 
simplest tasks during her illness. 

Following her recovery from the cancer, a member 
of Cora's family gave birth to a baby boy and was unable to 
care for him. Cora had already taken in his three siblings 
and didn't feel she could provide for a fourth. Barbara be­
came a foster parent, and offered to raise the child. Her 
boys were grown and she felt drawn to the infant. She was 
able to rent a house across the street from Cora. To get back 
on her feet, Barbara's next task was to find a job. 

She renewed her teaching certificate and took on a 
special ed classroom for autistic children. The school, 
Broadview-Thompson Elementary, was grateful for her 
calm and efficient presence in the classroom. "1 went there 
as a temporary sub and I've been there three years now." 
she explained. "1 have six autistic children in my class. 1 
think 1 am able to cope due to my own life experiences and 
maturity at this point." 

After adopting her infant son Shaun, she felt that 
he needed a sibling. She decided on a daughter, and took 
Andrea into her home. Another newborn, Jeremiah, came 
soon after. Jeremiah was originally placed with her as a 
foster child with a stay of one month. Two years later he 
was still with her and calling her "Mommy". "What was I 
suppose to do? Say: 'see you later kid, have a nice life ­
hope you find a family to raise you.' I couldn't do it." The 
children's birthdays are so close that at one point during 
each year they are all the same age. Presently, Andrea is 
five and the boys are about to catch up. 

Do people think she's crazy? "Oh yeah," Barbara 
laughs. "They tell me that all the time. However, I have 

lots of support. The kids have all kinds of aunties and uncles 
and I get a break when I need it." 

The mainstay of Barbara's support is, of course, 
Cora and her husband Ed. Together they run a successful 
theatre arts troupe, STAN.D. (Song, Theater, An' Dance). 
She hopes to work with the company full time at some point. 
The children all have talents and have mentors within the 
company. With other neighbors, they now hold church ser­
vices in Barbara's home specifically so the children are able to 
perform and be an integral part of the experience. 

The recent flood has further challenged the family. 
Barbara's basement was destroyed along with her neighbors. 
One of Cora's sons sleeps on Barbara's couch every night be­
cause he no longer has a bedroom. The two families share a 
donated washer/ dryer. Her rented house may be con­
demned by the City and, if so, Barbara will be forced to relo­
cate. With housing prices in our valley into the $300,000s, 
purchasing a home here is out of the question. The thought of 
living apart from Cora and her family is very painful. "Right 
now, we're both living in 'half a house' and we don't know 
what will happen." 

The flooding, as with many disasters, has had a 
sliver of a silver lining. The neighbors have come together as 
never before. Barbara is an integral part of the neighbor­
hood's victim association. Community involvement comes 
naturally to her as she has had experience ministering to the 
poor and homeless over the years. 

How does she cope? Barbara has a strong faith in 
God. "There was a point in my life when I just couldn't go on 
by myself. I asked God to take control and lead me where He 
wanted me to go. When I have a decision to make, I check 
within my spirit. If I feel at peace, I know I am on the right 
track. We are all part of one community and loving your 
brother is the key. Too many people are 'all about me' and 
that doesn't work." 

As part of her community, Barbara's gift of giving 
encompasses all of us. There are no medals for this kind of 
achievement. Thank you, Barbara, for your heart of gold. 

q;> q;> 
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Around the Neighborhood 

The Flooded Valley: Homeowners are awaiting the City's 
decision about purchasing some properties and the plan to 
eliminate the danger of future floods. The planning takes 
a lot of time including the analysis of annual rainfall in the 
area. SPU officials are trying to work as quickly a possible 
and hope to have a plan in place by February. A new 
drainage system is projected to be completed by 2006. 

The #11 Metro Bus: The crowded situation on the #11 
during the weekday work rush will not be fixed any time 
soon. Miriam Roskin received a response from her letter 
to Metro (see The Valley View Nov Issue). Metro says 

Swedisli J{eir{ooms
 
CE,[egant Swedisli 9vlanor J{ouse
 

Purniture & jlccessories
 

Petite grandOpening
 

(j)ec. 15tfi
 

2921 CE. :Jvtadlson St.
 

6etween cafe P{ora & City Peop{e's
 

rr'eC: 206.621.1002
 

there is no money in the budget to add service. They
 
expressed hope that they will study the problem and try
 
to reallocate existing services to areas in need.
 

Madison Valley Merchant's Association: Businesses
 
will be staying open later during the holiday season.
 
Thursdays and Fridays most shops will be open until
 
7PM. Additionally, some owners will open their shops
 
on Sundays to accommodate shoppers. On Thursday,
 
December 9th, there will be special events at the shops
 
to celebrate the season. Come out to support the busi­

ness community and share the holiday spirit with delec­

table treats and good cheer.
 

Monart Drawing School sends a reminder of an ongo­

ing offer of a free introductory class to new students.
 
Drop in to view student works and let them open the
 
world of art to your child.
 

Community Bulletin Board: Andy Goulding has vol­

unteered to preside over the effort to obtain a notice
 
board for the neighborhood. Continued on page 9
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Sound Mind and Bod~ 

3130 East Madison Street 
Seattle, WA 98112 

206.547.3470 
www.smbgym.co 

Present this coupon 
for 

a free visit! 
'must be 18 years of age, and first time 

visitors only, please 

-------------------~ 

K ron-K ellett 

Builders, Inc 

Larry Kron, General Contractor 

Cell: 206-963-4578 Fax: 206-324-6802 

322-36th Avenue East, Seattle WA 98112 
Licensed' Bonded, Insured
 

License #: KRONKBI099RU
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The Valley School Enhances Their Campus with a Beautiful New Building. 
, 

Teachers, parents, students and friends of The Valley 
School gathered last month to celebrate the opening of a 
new building on campus. The elementary school is located 
in the heart of Madison Valley and is notable for its home­
like campus comprised of beautifully designed buildings 
which integrate well among the neighboring homes. The 
happy voices of children playing at recess around the an­
cient fruit trees on the property are a welcome asset to the 
community. 

The Valley School is the brainchild of Patricia Overy a 
former teacher at The Bush School. She founded the school 
in 1985 as a preschool and over the years and it has ex­
panded to include all elementary grades. 

Congratulations Valley School on Your Success! 

Valley School founder Patricia Overy is assisted with the 
traditional ribbon cutting at the opening ceremony of the 
new building. 

Hands-on-Learning 

Intellectually Exciting Programs 

Diverse Community 

Please join us!
 

Tours begin on November 18th.
 

Our Open House is January 19, 2005.
 

Please call the office to sign up.
 

We are committed to each child. 

310 30th Avenue East • Seattle • 328-4475 

~
 
The Bush School 

EXPERIENCE E"DUCAflON 

Thank you to our neighbors
 

for 1naking the Greater Madison Valley
 

a great place to educate kid,;!
 

Thl' Blish School :3400 E"st Harrisoll StrN'1 SI'atilp. W,\ 91:>112­

\\ww.hll,h , ..1".
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FOUR ~EASON~ OASIS
 

grief • illness • transition 

relail • cOtmseUng • flUlssilge • energy work 

Located in Madison VaHey 206.726.0500 WW\v.fourst'asonsoasis.com 
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Holiday Sale! 

Pottery, playful 
etchings, handcut 
notecards and more! 
Appetizers served. 

Fri, Noon-6pm 

Askabour 

Pottery 
Classes! 

Sat & Sun, 
11am-5pm 

Barbara Dunshee 
POT TRY 

www.bdpottery.com 

Dec 3rd_5th 
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Sidewalks of Madison Valley: Safe Routes to School Project 

Due to the extraordinary effort and VISIOn of Andy 
Goulding, the sidewalks around ML King Elementary 
were liberated from debris, foliage, overhanging trees and 
other impediments on November 7th. Eleven volunteers 
worked in the rain for 5 hours to make these sidewalks 
safe for children to walk and bike to school. Tom Gannon, 
the Adopt-A-Street manager from the City provided the 
tools, bags and gloves for the workers. Liz at Earthcorps 
sent over a crew of powerful and enthusiastic workers. 
Our own Essential Bakery provided delectable treats. 
Your neighbor, Mark Herkert of Madison Park Trees, 
donated his time and expertise as a certified arborist to 

• 
: MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
: with Bailey-Boushay 

: Bailey-Boushay House needs volunteers to 

• provide transportation, 
: meal service to clients in 

• Health and the 

: Residential Care Programs. 

• This is an opportunity for 

companionship 
both the Adult 

YOU 
: be a light in the lives of people 

• living with HIV/ AIDS and other seri­

·ous•• illnesses.•• Contact: David Pavlick 206-720-2260 

• * daytime availability, reliable vehicle, driver's license and• • 

• insurance required to provide transportation. • 

VEGAN 

DINNER. LUNCH • KID'S MENU
 

WEEKEND BRUNCH
 

FULL SERVICE CATERING
 

• 
: 
: 

: 

and. 
Day: 

• 

: 

• 
: 

• 

• 

• 

trim trees with care. Thanks to all 
who assisted with this effort! 

M",,..1t- t"lH"a a break. 

The Safe Routes to School project is funded by the Bicycle 
Alliance and the Washington Dept of Health to encourage 
children to walk or bike to school. Future activities will in­
clude school and community walking and bicycling events, 
improvement of public safety and continual upgrading of 
streets and sidewalks. 

Mark Herkert 
Owner I Certified Arborist 

Madison Park Tree 

Pruning, Removal, Planting 

Call for a free estimate 2514 E. Ward Street 
(206) 322-4546 Seattle, WA 98112 
Licensed, Bonded, Insured bethormark@qwest.net 
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con~;tulationsKaren! 

'~fREEC~ 

Anna Mia Davidson Photography 
206.390.7584 

artistic child & family portraiture
 
studio . home .location
 

complementary 5x7 photograph with this Ad
 

Around the Neighborhood continued from page 6 

We are hopeful that the board will serve as a 
way to make announcements known to every­
one and to post The Valley View each month. 
We also anticipate a map of the Valley busi­
nesses and other pertinent information. 

The Annual Pancake Breakfast: The FREE­
Breakfast is the next community event coming 
up in February. Look for an announcement in 
the February issue. 

Karen Ellentuck of Ellentuck Interiors on 
Madison Street has won first place for a kitchen 
design at the 2004 Designer Awards. S 

S.T.A.N.D. Productions, directed by our 
Madison Valley neighbor, Cora Jackson, will 
produce their own version of the birth of Jesus. 

Friday, December 17th at 7PM 

Saturday, December 18th at 3PM 

CareD Theatre 

17717 Maple Valley Highway in Renton 

What would you think if your 14 year old 
daughter told you that she was pregnant with 
God's child? Everybody's talking about it ­
especially at the beauty parlor!!! "That goodie 
two shoes Mary is pregnant? And the baby 
isn't Joseph's? Grrr!" 

Bring the whole family to see this fun play. 

More info: 229-0536 or standproductions.org 

DRAWING SCHOOL 

Fine Art Classes for Children, Teens and Adults 

CALL FOR*FREE INTRODUCTORY CLASS! 

Classes Start September 27th 
2900 E Madison Street, Seattle. 206'522·1659 

www.drawingschool.com 
·new student offer 

A community inspirillg leadership 
through the vulues of Respect, 

Resourcefuliless and Responsibility 

EPIPHANY
 
SCHOOL
 

Pre-Kindergarten-5th Grade 

~ 

3710 E. Howell Sf., Seattle, WA 98122 
206-323-9tll1
 

\v\'\'\v.epiphanyschool.org
 
WE ARE EXl'ANDING OUR SCHOOL
 

APPLY TODAYl
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THE VALLEY VIEW
 
p.o. Box 22278
 

Seattle, WA 98122
 
Greater Madison Valley
 

Community Council
 
Member of the Seattle 

Community Council Federation 

Newsletter Staff
 
Cathy Nunneley, editor
 

Miriam Raskin
 
Jerry Sussman
 

Ilana Guttmann
 
*** 

The Valley View is published nine
 
times each year.
 
Deadline: 15th of each month.
 
Your submissions are appreciated!
 
Mail to the address above.
 

2002-2003 Officers 
President - Gary Emslie 
Vice President - Charles McDade 

Non-Profit Org.
 
U.S. Postage
 

PAID
 
Seattle, WA
 

Permit No. 6873
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*
Secretary - Larry Kron & 

John Coldeway 
Next Community Council Meeting
 

Treasurer - Eli Stahlhut : NO MEETING IN DECEMBER : 

MLK School Rep. - Joanie : Wednesday, January 19, 7:30 p.m. : 
Robertson and Andrew Engelson **
 **
Martin Luther King Elementary School Portables

*
E-mail: gmvcc@hotmail.com : 3201 E. Republican Street .~.~. : 

*********************************************************
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WHERE IMAGINATION
 
HAS NO LIMITS
 

Authots ofSimply Be<lutiful Sweqtets,
 
Simply Be<lutifu! Swe<ltets fot Men, <ln~
 

Knitte~ Thtows <ln~ Mote
 
fot the Simply Bequtiful Home
 

Q

"
"
"
"
"
""""
"
" 
" 
"
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
"
"
" 
" 
" 

Q -

Evenings Tuesday-Saturday
 

Reservations available 5:30 -9:30 PM
 

Five and eight course tasting menus and a la carte
 

Friday lunch
 

12 -1:30 PM
 

3 course menu ($35) and a la carte
 

pass[ol/l- cakes custom baked fOr all occasfous 

•• Seattle Times 2003 
ple<ise Visit Us!" - •• Seattle Post [ntellingencer 2002 

" 28 out of 30 Rating for "food" in Seattle's Zagat 20 3121 E. Mqc!ison Sheet Seqttle, WA 98112 
"
 " "Best Chef in the Pacific Northwest 1998" Phone: 206-328-6505 
"
"
"
"
"
"
 

James Beard Foundation Toll Free: 877-554-9276 
Reseroations: 206.326.7442 Web site: www.Tricoter.com 

2808 East Madison Street www.rovers-seattle.com E-mqil: hicoter@tticoter.com 
0. 0. 0 00.0. 0 Q 0 0 Q 000 Q "
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